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DOMBAR. 





Dombars (#009) are essentially a ivandering tribe, 
though many of them have, like similar wandering tribes, 
such as Korachas, settled down in towns and villages, They 
are acrobats and tumblers by profession and aro generally 
tall, muscular and well-made, with a complexion varying 
from shades of copper to dark. ‘Chey numbered according 
to the last Census (1901) 9,911 including 1,890 males and 
1,521 females. They are, as a class, illiterate, and rarely 
show any inclination to send their children to school. 

The,common name by which the caste is called is 
Dombaru (4089) which isa later form of the original 
word Dotmbarn (400%), They have no other names in 
this State. In tha Vizagapatam District of tho Madras 
Presidency, they aro known as Iiévilln (@8e@go), The 
are described as peoplo who “ exhibit different shows, such 
as wrestling, ascending high poles, walking on .ropes. 
The women act as common prostitutes.”" The titles 
usod by the headmen of the caste are * Raddi,’ * Ndyadu’ 
and § Naik.’ The suffix ‘gddu’ is addod at the end of the 
personal names of males when addrossed by persons of a 
higher caste, while the common guflixes of Appa and Ayya 


The caste, 


Name, 


are used for males when they aro addressod either by por. , 


sons of thoir own or of an inferior casto, 


The meaning of the torm “Dombar” is not clear. 
Some derive it froin a class styled Dowhs in Northern India, 
The latter are however scavengors and are employed to 
carry corpses of destitute paupers, and correspond to the Ma- 
digas of the south, while the Dombars occupy a comparative. 
ly higher position. It can hardly be said that similarity of 
name is anything more than an accidental coincidence. 
The Dombars are moreover a Telugu caste, and their tradi- 
tions aud customs point to their immigration into the Stato 
fronr the Karnool and Nellore Districts, 


Dombars who perform feats in public mako a grent 
deal of din and noiro, with drums and loud shrieks to 
attract a large crowd of spoctators. ‘his kind of clamour is 
called “ dombi “ or “ dombi” (Bao or 40%) in Kannada, 
but whether the caste takes its name from this term or 
whether “ dombi” meaning a tumult or tumultuous rabble is 

* Tho Vizagapalam District Manual of 1869, pago 67. 
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derived from “ Dombar” (the uame of the caste), it is not 
easy to determine. 

A Raddi had by his younger wife, ib is said, a son 
who was born without any limbs. iver after, he was pur- 
sued by great misfortune, and a soothswyer having, on con- 
sultation, discovered that the unfortunate child bad brought 
ill-luck into the family, he commanded his wife to do away 
with the child. Her maternal affection induced her to tempo- 
rise and she hid the child in a manger. Catile unasconntably 
died in large numbers, and a similar result was observed 
wherever the child was removed. In despair, the mother 
handed over the child toa wandering beggar to he disposed 
of in some safe place, and the latter consigned it toa ruined 
well. The unwelcome brat had howover a tough, lite and 
was not drowned. His cries attracted the attention of the 
Gods Pérvati and Paramésvara, who on learning his unfortu- 
nate history, miraculously gave him his limbs and at his re- 
quest bestowed on him a right to obtain an earthen drum - 
from @ potter's house, and doles of rice in each house to 
which he would resort for beggary. The boy was in such 
eostatic delight at getting his limbs, that he jumped out of 
the well at one bound and cast himself at the feet of his di- 
vine benefactors.* He was then enjoined to add the pro- 
fession of acrobatic performer to that of itinerant beggar. 
The Dombars are his descendants by a concubine he picked 


_ up in his wandering tours. 


Another story is that a Raddi’s wife was delivered of a 
daughter in the field outside the village, where she had 
carried her husband’s midday mea}. A hut was improvised 
for her accouchement, and aftor it was over, her husband’s 
elder wife out of envy contrived thas she and her child 
should be regarded as outcasts. The father gave all his 
lands and agricultural implements to the progeny of the 
other wife, and left to these a drum, a pole and arope. ‘I'bey 
had to earn their living with these implements alone and 
learnt acrobatic feats. No one would marry a girl playing 
in public on » pole, and so the daughter called Vombara 
Chinnaséni became a prostitute. This iy said to account 
for the practice of dedicating prostitutes which is largely 
prevalent in the caste. 





* The doggevel sppended seems to allude to this tradition, namely, 
£6 HOTWOR sal wangors eyieses Dooorroede Rats, mg Tames 
OHIHS” that is ‘with a hackward hound (somersault) he came out of 


the well and with a forward bound (somergault) he fell to their feet,’ 
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A Dombar performer often begins his exhibition with 
the following invocation :-- * 
Boers FaSo2) 
Wevssvarw dawon) 
* 
Ahusie Twvte 
SroBys Badrs> Bevo, 


4 


That is, the Kapu is the begetting father, the Désa man, 
an uacle, and Iam the fit son® of the Néla and Mila (that, 
ig Nght and left hand people), 


Dombars are said 10 bo allied to Jambinis, a state- 
ment which perhaps is founded on tho legend of Méla, the 
ancestor pf the Lambanis having oxhibited gymnastic feats 
hefore kings. Tt is reported that there 1s a section of 
Dombars, who aro also itincrant Dombars, but distin. 
guished from the rost in swinging a child to and fro by a 
ropo passed routil its waist while performing feats on the 
pole. 

The Dombars found in the State are mtiroly of Telugu 
origin and appear to have come from the Nellore and the 
Ceded Districts of the Madras Presidency. ‘They say thoir 
original place was Dombara Maddalapuram (8008 dod,09 
®80) in the Telugu country, During the timo of the Vijia- 
nagar Empire, they appear to have beon the court acrobats, 
and many af this caste are still said 10 hold Tnams in the 
Telugu country, in places like Jammalamadugu, Tadipatri, 
Poddutur, Gudamacherla. They spread into Mysoro eri. 
pad in later times after tho disappearance of that king- 
dom, 


All Dombara found in this State speak Telugu. Aré 
Dombars who spoak Mahratti are varoly soon here. Maho- 
medans who follow the profession of acrobats and wrostlors 
are known a8 Pailwans, bunt they have 10 connection with 
the ‘'elugu ov Mahyratti Dombars, ‘The Telugu Dombars 
have-a dialect which is used only among themsclves. A few 
examples are given in the Appendix A. 





* Accounts differ as to, (0 which section of the Kapa Ralis the 
oviginal ancestor belonged, Some say Kolati Radi, somo PAkandtis, 
some others Sajjana Rad tis and so on, the section of the Raddis which 
they claim being that of the Raq lis who are found $n laygest numbers in 
orakout the place where the informants reside, ‘This becomes not of 
much importance when weremember that all the Raddis were griginally 
of ono tribe and the sections named ave the endogamous division of the 
main caste Paddis, ' 
BQ 


Divisions. 


Birth cere- 
monies, 
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The Telugu Dombars who are also known as Raddi 
Dombars are divided into two seotions, the settled (Uru 
Dombars-ewt80282) and the nomadic (K4du Dombars-®*@s 
B#ew), which are endogamous, The wandering Dombars 
eat in the houses ‘of the settled, but ngt vice versa. They 
seem to be subject to no exogamous restrictions ; nor is any 
trace seen of hypergamy. But they have all of them, whe- 
ther settled or nomadic, some sub-divisions which are neither 
endogamous nor exogamons, but which seem to be based on 
territorial or other distinctions, A list of these is given 
in Appendix B. 


The Dombars observe no ceremonies when a woman is 
pregnant. When living in villages, her parents bring the 
woman to their house for the first delivery ; but wandering 
families naturally leave them where they are. During con- 
finement, the mother and the child are kept apart in a sep- 
arate hut or room, and the treatment of the patient is gene- 
rally the same as in other castes, She is kepf warm, laid flat 
on a cot of coir ropo and is given some arrack and other 
stimulating drugs. On the second day, a pit is dug in the 
verandah or in front of the hut in which the after-birth and 
the navel string are buried, and a fowl is killed on the 
spot. On the third day the mother is given some chicken 
broth, On the 5th, the 7th or the 9th day the child and 
the mother are bathed. Castemen are given a dinner, 
and the child is put into a cradle which, for the wandering 
Doimbars, consists of a cloth swing like a hammock be- 
tween two posts or on branches of trees. The maternal 
vuecle ties the waist thread (¥2%%)) to the child, whether 
male or female. The midwife is taken that evening to a 
toddy shop where she1s liberally entertained. The custom 
of consulting the soothsayer for giving a name to the child 
is very common, ‘ 

The names of individuals are generally the same as 
those used by other castes of similar status, Méra (#0?) 
and Méri (R40), Yalla (ay) and Yalli (69), and Sunka 
(M07) and Sunki (e%) being common. Hanumanta’ (a> 
Soe®) is a popluar name as connoting strength and pro- 
wess. ‘The names most common for women who lead an 
unmarried life are Chinni (%%&), Lachmi (#%,) and 
Venkati (Sees), They sometimes style children Galign 
(72%, wind or spirit), to appease the spirit that they 
believe to have made children in the family die. When 
frequent deaths of children occur, they make a vow and 
namg,the surviving child after a family or local god, 
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‘Tonsure is performed for male children in the first oy 
the third year after birth, either a barber or the child's 
maternal uncle cropping the hair, hen an ede (8) is 
kept in the names of the doceased ancestors and some caste 
people are invited to a dinner with toddy, 

These men being generally poor, rarely practise adop- 
tion, Sometimos a boy from among near relations 1A 
brought by childless persons and they may celebrate the 
event by feasting the caste people, ‘This, however, hap- 
pens only in the settled class. When a man has only 
daughters, he generally keeps one or two of them unmarried, 
and they take tho place of sous in the family, leading a lilo 
of free love. Prostitute women do not adopt girls as 
professional dancing women do, 

Polygamy is common. Dombar women play a very 
active part in household and other work, and so men either 
marry or keep as concubines more than one woman. It 
often happens «that low class women of loose character, 
married, unmatried or widowed, take the opportunity of 
the visit of a troupe of Dombars to,join them, and attach 
thomselves to their party. Polyiee is unknown, Girls 
ave trained, from infancy, to play ov poles aud such as bo- 
como skilled in that art ave not married, and Jead a life of 
prostitution. ‘Those who cannot ho trained tor such exhi- 
bitions only aro resorved for marriage. [1 is nol strange 
that in such a community, they almost nevor care to marry 
girls hefore puberty. 

There is nothing peculiay as regards rolations eligible 
fov marriage, According to one account, it is said that a 
man may nob marry tho daughtor of a sister who lives un« 
married in her father’s house, though such daughter may 
be married to his son. ‘I'wo sisters may bo married either 
by one mav or by two uterine brothers, ‘hore is no ob- 
jection to an oxchange of daughtors by marriage betwoon 
two families. 

The Douhars who have settled down in towns and 
villages tend moro and move to udopt the marriage customs 
and ceremonies of the higher olasscs, such as consulting 
Brahmans and observing omens. Among the wandering 
section of them the marriage ceremony is very simplo, 
They invite no pipers, uso no Bhashings or marriage chap- 
let, nor worship any sacred pots (@o%@rivo), And some- 
times they do not even put up a chapra or marriage booth, 
They only consult a soothsayer about tho future prospect 
of a happy union. 


Adoption, 


Marriags. 
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When a girl is selected, the bridegroom's party ac- 
companied by the headman of the caste or group proceeds 
to the bride’s father’s house to propose the match. The 
headman conducts the negotiation and if the parties agree, 
the match is determined upon. A fow days afterwards, 
the bridegroom and his party, with tho Yajaman and 
Friends, go to the house of the bride-clect and the proposal 
is renewed before the assembly of the caste men by the 
biidegroom himself and the consent is given by the bride’s 
father. The fact is announced by the Yajaman who pro- 
claims that this man’s daughter has been given to this 
man’s son. ‘I'hen one of the caste men beats a drum (4), 
Exchange of ¢dmbiilus (betel-leaves and arecanuts) is made 
between the parties, and the bridegroom’s party supply 
toddy at their expense to the whole assembly. This is call- 
ed the ceremony of arecanut an dbetel-leaves (#3, F887, ) 
8»), At this mevting, half the bride-price has to he paid 
down, but if the bridegroom’s party is vevy poor, some less 
amount is paid as earnest money. This makes the con- 
tract binding; and if the brido’s party should afterwarda 
break it, not only has this money to be paid back, but the 
promise breaker has to pay a heavy fine to the caste. 
Among the wandering section go strict is the caste disci- 
pline that the bride’s father who breaks the promise is 
dragged before the caste assembly which is specially called 
tovether, and made to carry a grinding stone and walk 
round and round the assembly. [f, however, the father of 
the bridegroom withdraws from tho contract, le only for- 
feits the money already paid by bim. On the completion 
of this preliminary coremony, tho marriage may take place 
either immediately or after some time has elapsed. 

Among the settled Dombars who ‘are found only in a 
few places in the State, it is the onstomu to arrango for a 
number of marriages beiog celebrated together, and to 
proceed to thoir Kattémane (*%8,¢ 38) whichis Twnkur, 
to celebrate them, before the temple of their tribal goddess 
Yallamma (083) and under tho supervision and guidance 
of their caste headmwan, If, for any good reason, the 
marriago bas te be performed at tho place of eithor party, 
the caste headman or his representative must be sent tor 
Tn such oases the marriage comes off generally in the house 
ot the bridegroom and continues for three days. 


On the day previous to that fixed for the marriage, 
the bride and her party arrive at tho bridegroom's village 
aq avo lodged in a separate house or hut. A panda) with 
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only five pillars is erected, the central or the milk-post be- 
ing a twig of a Nerale (86¥.Eugenia jaimbolana) tree, 
brought by the bridegroom’s maternal uncle. Ivy the pan- 
dal the bride and the bridegroom are soparately seated on 
pounding vods (®8A9) and are smearel with turmeric. 
Then their gods, Sunkalanma (HOFER), Gurumirti (A200 
Soa8r) aud Yallamma (¥82) are sot up in tho pandal 
and worshipped by the Yajaman with offerings of food and 
toddy. The bridal pair prostrate themselves before the 
gods and touch the feet of the elders to obtain their bloss- 
ings Inthe evening, the bride and the bridegroom are 
seated together and make pija to two halasas set up before 
them, ‘his is followed by feasting and drinking. 


Next day carly in the morning, the bride gets her nails 
pared, and the bridegroom shaves his face and has his 
nails also pared. Jf no barber is available, the maternal 
uncle performs the service and gots a fdmbila. Then the 
boy and the girl are made to sit face to face on two pound- 
ing rods and are bathed and are then made to dross them- 
selves in fresh clothes. ‘Che bride ourrying some rico and 
fruits packed in her garments is led along with tho brido- 
groom to the matriago pandal, the boy holding » dagger 
rolled up in a kerchief, ‘They sit Lacing each other on two 
pounding rods and between thom are placed, in a plate, the 
dankanus (wrist threads,) &d/i (the marriage disc), fivo too- 
rings, with dry cocoanut and other articles, The bride 
then puts one of the toe-rings on the socond too of the 
bridegroom’s right foot, and a married woman puts the 
remaining vings on tho bride’s toos. Then each ties on 
the right wrist of the other, the kunkanas which are made 
of woollen and caqtton threads twisted together and a 
betel-leaf tied to them. In somo places the hankana is 
hound by the respective uncles of the bridal party or by 
oue of tho elders of thecaste. The éddi is handed round in 
the assembly and then put on the bride’s nock by the 
bridegroom while womon sing songs. A dium ix sounded 
and a boy proclaims that the marriage has been completed, 


_ All those in the assembly pour milk (the Dhéve) on the 
hacds of the couple jomed together ; falubilu or tho throw- 
ing of rice on each other's head follows, The pair holding 
each other by the right hand go round thé milk-post thrice 
and thea go to offer cocosnuts to the gods. On returning 
they again sit on pounding rods and pour into each other's 
hands, some milk which they drink up. This part of the 
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eeremouy they call milk-union (#8 *), Timbilas are 
then distributed to all the assembled, the beadman and his 
deputy heing given each two. The couple and some rela- 
tives on each side sit together and eat Buevam (®*90) from 
the same dish, 

On the morning of the third day called Négavali, tho 
newly married couple get their nails pared, and bath. 
ing and putting on fresh clothes go to an anthill, in state, 
They ponr milk into the snake holes and make pija burn- 
ing incense and offering fruits aud flowers, The bride 
carries on her head a small quantity of earth dug out of 
an anthill; and the pandal posts are worshipped after 
their return. In the afternoon after dinner the ptija of 
Simhaisaua + takes place The Yajaman of the caste who 
is of the Matli (82%&,) sub-division among the wandering 
section and of the Sdémalardju (Aeememew) sub-division, 
among the settled, officiates at this ceremony, when fdém- 
ddlas are distributed to the membors present, who are seru- 
pulous in exacting that the prescribed order of precedence is 
observed. That evening the milk-post is removed after tho 
usual piija, and the caste men and the bride’s party are given 
a special treat, a large quantity of toddy being consumed. 

Tera or bride-price is Rs, 52, This is paid either at once 
or in easy instalments. The settled section have, however, 
reduced the sum to Rs, 24 which they generally pay 
down at tho time of marriage. Sometimes when the girl’s 
parents are in good circumstances, the eyoee is remitted 
either partly or in fwl. But the wandering Doinbars are 
very strict in enforcing the payment. Ifthe bridegroom is 
too poor to pay, he has to work for his wifo’s paronts till 
he discharges the debt. If he evades payment, his wife is 
not sent to his house at all and sometimes is married to 
another man, who may be able to pay the amount. It is stat- 
od that if the wife goes to her husband’s house, before the 
tera is discharged against her father’s consent, she is never 
again admitted to the latter's house, The obligation could 
be enforced by coercion at a caste panchayati, and some 
accounts say that even after the man’s death, his property 
would remain liable to discharge it. Formerly among the 
wandering Dombars when a girl was married, the son-in- 

“law had to live in his father-in-law’s house, in a separate 
hut till child was born. This practice, however, has fallen 
into desuetude. 
* Pledging truth on milk is considered as the most solemu form of 
taking oath. 
t See the account of the Béde caste, page 9 
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The marriage expensus are quite out of proportion to the 
poor condition of the caste a8 a whole. During the period 
of marriage, five to ten pigs ave killed to feed the guests 
and more than 15 rupees is spont in toddy, and drunken 
brawls among the assembled guests are frequent. The ex- 
penses ave shared by both parties, bub the bridegroom’s 
party contribute tho largor share. 


When a girl abtains puborty, a separate shed is put up 
with date mats and green leaves and she is kopt thero for 
soven days, during which time she is considered to bo im- 
pure. ‘The girl is made to sleep thore alono, an old woman 
being told off to sleep outside the shed to keep watch dur. 
ing the period. ‘The girl is fed on good and nutritions food 
- consisting of dry cocoanut, gheo, giugelly, fried Bengal- 
gram and jaggory in addition to tho ordinary fare. In the 
evenings, married women give her turmeric powder and 
kumkuma. Lt iS considered inauspicious for any ous to seo 
this girl for the first timo early in the morning. On the 8th 
day in the morniug, tho shed is pulled down by the mater- 
nal uncle who throws away the materials aba distance from 
their residence, where the girl sets fire to thom. Among tho 
nomadic section, tho girl’s glass bangles are broken and tho 
string of glass boads (70¢s6) is also removed. The clothes 
worn by her during the period are also burnt in the fire. 
She goos hack wearing an old cloth, and is inade to bathe 
near the house. While bathing she is made to change place 
three tines, two potfuls of warm water being poured over 
her head, at each plaice. After bathing, she is given a new 
cloth to wear butis mudo to remain outside the honse. A 
hen is sacrificed at the spot where the shod stood. ‘hat 
day, the girl has to take hor food outside the house. She 
bathes early the next morning and fasts till the evoning ; 
she has another bath thon, aud gets new clothes to wear. 
‘Then a party of married women take her to the temple of 
Anjanéya. The god is worshippod, and she is given tirtha 
or holy water, When sho returns to tho house from tho 
temple, cow’s urine is sprinkled on he: head. In the house 
cooked rice is served in a heap on a plantain leaf or an 
coating dish, to which the girl offers pijw, burning incense 
and breaking a cocoanut. ‘Then she touches the rice with 
her right hand. This rice isthen servetl to the castemen 
who have assembled there by invitation. ‘The father has 
to spend two or three rupees for toddy. The girl becomes 
pure after this entertainment. 


Puberty. 


Widow ~ 
Toarriage 
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The settled Dombars do not allow remarriage of womon 
who have lost their husbands. Among them a widow must 
vemain chasto as long as she continues to reside in her hus- 
hand's house. If she is found ont to have been iu criminal 
intimacy with any one, not only has she to answer u charge 
before the caste people, bub the relations of hor deceased 
husband are fined for her fault. To avoid any such con- 
tinlgency, as soonas a young woman loses her husband, 
she is sent back to her parent’s house by hor husband's 
relations. If she goes back to her father’s house, she may 
become 2 concubine of avy one. ‘The wandering DomDars, 
on the other hand, freely permit a widow to remarry as 
many times as she pleases, and there is nothing derogatory 
in her doing so. 


The man selected must not be the brother ot her de- 
ceased husband and must not be within the prohibited 
limits of relationship. ‘The ceremouy which is the same as 
in other castes amoug whom widow marriage i allowed, 
takes place in the oveniug and before her father’s house, 
Abachelur may matvy a widow, butit is generally a widow- 
oy, or 8 married man who wauts to have an additior al wife 
that takes her. In the presence of the casto men assembled, 
he presents her with a white sire, and when she is dressed 
in ib, ties & turmeric root ina string to her neck as a ali, 
The jewels which her previous husband might havo given 
her are all veturned and the consent of the people of her 
husband's party is generally taken. Tho woman loses all 
her claim to her previous lushand’s property wad tho children 
by him belong to his family. ‘Tho essential and the binding 
portion of the marriage is the tying of the turmeric root, 

The tera or bride-price to be paid. is half that payable 
for a regular marriage, but sometimes even so low a sum 
as ten or fifteen rupees is accepted. Jt goos not to the pre- 
vious husband’s family as is the case in some castes, but to 
the father of the woman, a nominal payment which may ba 
only of a betel-leaf, being sometimes made to the former 
husband’s tamily. In fact, soon after the death of the hus- 
band, his widow, if there is any prospect of her inarrying 
again, goes back to liye in her father’s house. The consent of 
the father is first obtained by the man that proposes to wed 
her. It is also necessary that the caste mon should assent 
to the match, ‘their represeutative, the Yajaman being 
forwally consulted in the matter. Besides the teru, the man 
has to pay a fine to the caste, givo them a dinner and bear 
the expenses of toddy for the day. ‘ 
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Divorce is allowed at the ingtanco of either party. ‘The 
marriage tie ix so loose that even a small pretext, such as 
an occasional quarrel, or other incompatibility of temper, 
will bring on separation. Tn such cases, before the assom- 
bled caste men called together for the purpose, the purtics 
state their unwillingness to remain as man and wile, on ac- 
count of the ill-treatment of the husband, unchastity on 
the part of the woman or any other cause, and the rolation- 
ship is severed when tho wife is made to return the ili to the 
husband, The party that is found to be at fault is fined the 
costof a dinner with toddy to the caslo people. Tho 
woman so divorced is, in the case of wandering Dombars, 
at liberty to marry another, in whieh caso tho latter will 
pay the marriage oxpenses inourred by the former husband. 


Adultery with a man of the same or of a higher caste 
is condoned by payment of a small fine, and if the husband 
is willing, he may keep her. If a married woman clopes 
with u man of the caste, a fine equal to the marriage ox- 
penses of the husband islevied and the woman is married 
to him under tutige torm. She thon becomes his legiti- 
mate wife and doos not suffer in status. But if a married 
woman be guilty of adultery with a man of a higher 
caste, and the husband ig not willing to tuke her back, 
the casto council Jevies some fine from hor, gives her 
Hrtha and makes her a *hudam bidda (%¥0 88, daughter 
of tho tribe), a livonsed prostitute. 


Tfan unmarried girl becomes pregnant by a man of 
the samo caste, she will Le married to him and the full 
lore of Rs. 52 levied from him, in addition to some fine 
which always goes tothe headman of the caste, If he 
refuses to marry her, he is outcasted and she is retained 
in the caste by the Yajaman giving her tirtha, She 
may be married to auy man that offers to marry her, or 
she may be allowed to become a prostitute ou payment of a 
small fine to the castc. If on the other hand an un- 
married woman should bear children to a man of a higher 
casto, sho and her children are subjected to some finu, and 
admitted into the caste after some expiatory ceremony. 
This ceremony cousisty in cutting a few locks of her hair, 
slightly bumning the tonguo with a bit of gold, making her 
swallow some vtbhdétl (sacred ashes) and getting her to bog 
pardon of the guru of the caste. She may’thoroatter marr 
anyvone of the caste or may beeome a prostitute, in which 





* Soe the Baja aecouut, Mouograpl No, Il, poge 13, 
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case, she has to undergo the same ceremony of dedication 
as other girls do. 


‘the Dombar caste is notorious for dedicating girls as 
prostitutes, the reason they assign being that when they 
adopted the ptofession of playing on the long poles, a 
woman was taught the art as being likely to attract a larger 
and more appreciative audience, and as she thus became 
the object of attention of the public in general, she could not 
bo married to any and was therefore to be left as a common 
woman. The practice is as common among tho settled 
as amoug the wandering Dumbars, though the former 
have loug ceased to play on the pole. The wandering 
section select smaré and good looking girls and train them 
up for athletic feats, ‘hose who succeed iy learning 
them remain unmarried and lead a life of promiscuity. A 
troupe of Dombars, without at least one prostitute among’ 
them is a rare thing. Such women take a prominent part 
in their exhibitions, and are rarely equalled in doxterity 
by their male coadjutors. Whon off the stage, they 
generally go about in fairs and other public places, sp as 
to attract customers for the more objectionable part of 
their trade, 


The dedication takes place when the girls comu of 
age between fifteen and sixtecn. Ou an auspicious day, 
the caste people assemble by invitation. iho girl is 
bathed and dressed in new clothes and is seated on a 
ponnding rod before the assembled caste men, Married 
woinen or prostitutes similarly dedicated besmear her with 
turmeric and kunkuma, put oo sdse * and fill her garment 
with cocoanut, rice and other lucky articles. On rising 
from her seat, she bows to the elders to receive thet 
blessing, and is then takou in procession to a temple of 
Anjauéya or Yallamma, a man beating the drum (4s) 
and womon singing sonys, She gets tirtha from the pijdri. 
Bofore the temple the caste men congregate, and tho girl is 
seated in their midst ona pounding rod. She is again 
besmoared with turmeric and kunkinns and the matornal 
unole ties a tdi to her neck, Basavis or married women 
pour sése on her. The girl bows to the caste men agsemblod 
and is then conducted home in procession. At homea 
good dinner is provided for the guests by the father who 
also pays for tieix entertainment in the toddy shop in the 
evening, er 


® Reo | acconph of tha Korachu caste, Monograph No, VII, page 19, 
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The settled section of the community observe nearly 
the same ceremonies with slight variations at the dedi- 
cation of a girl to this life. A measure filled with rico 
with a cotton thread wound round it is placed by her side 
to represent a bridegroom, when she sits in the temple ab 
the time of the ceremony. Simhdsana pija takes placa 
and the permission of the caste is given by the Yajaman to 
give hor license to lead a life of prostitution. 


The wandering section of the Dombars repeat the 
same ceremonies as are obscrved at the marriage,on a 
sinaller scale, when tho girl thus dedicated as a harlot, 
receives her first Jover, ‘Tho latter has to present her with 
new clothes and four rupees and they are provided with a 
new hut anda cot to sleep in, Basavis only take part in 
bringing them togcthor and indecent songs are sung, while 
the girl and her paramour are seated onthe cot. But 
the latter when not hardened often feels too bashful to 
submit to such*public treatment, and then the girl alone 
sits-during the time the Basavis sing songs, and he is 
allowed to smuggle himself in after all the women gnosts 
withdraw. 

These public women aro said to remain faithful to 
their protectors when kopt as concubines. Tt is oven 
asserted that they may he flogged and fined hy the easte 
if they prove false. Such a woman may, however, be set free 
being given a parting 7'dmbila (882%), A dedicated woman 
who does not enter into an alliance of a more or less 
permanent nature is freo to consort with any man, 
provided he is not of a lower caste, such as Holeya, Middiga 
Na&yinda (barber) or Agasa (washormant, Somotimes 
the Basayis got themselvos branded with Vaishnava 
symbols of Sankha and Chakra and then their bodies may 
after death be carried and buried by Dasaris, 


A Basavi'who wishes to give up her life of prostitution 
way be married in the ditite form; sho will not be allowed 
to perform acrobatic forts in public after this; and her 
children born before the marriago ave left with her father. 


The Dombars bury tho dead. In some places, the 
corpse of a pregnant woman, or of one suffering from 
leprosy, is disposed of by heaping stones on it, ab a spot 
near & hill (ballu.sdve #ysse8 stone service). The body 
is carried in a lying posture by hands among the wander- 
ing, and ona mer (2%) among the settled Dombars. The 
chief mourney carries firc and a pot full of water, walking 
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before the procession. The body is buried with the head 
turned to the south and the ohief mourner breaks the pot 
at the head side and sticks the firebrand in the ground 
there. The surviving widow breaks her bangles there 
and takes off her tdi. After washing their hands and feet 
in a water-course, the whole party 1epair_to a liquor shop 
where a pot of toddy* is kept ready for them. The chief 
mournev pours toddy on the hands of the carriers to 
wash, and hands over one or two jugs of it to each of 
them, Then all drink the toddy and the party rotuen {o 
the deceased’s house with a jngful of the liquor. They look 
av alight burning on the spot where the deceasod expired 
and after condoling with the family, tne relatives return to 
their houses, At night, a ball of rice (cooked) mixed 
with curds, styled jive mudda (88 82%) 13 kept on fine 
sand spread at the place of death, with a little water and 
the jug of toddy. Karly in the morning the next day, the 
spot is oxamined with great care 10 see whether the spirit 
of the deceased has visited the place and partaken of the 
refreshments, as indicated by any marks visible on the sund 
hed. ‘Then tho remaining rice, toddy and wator are 
thrown on a green plant. 

On the third day, they place offerings on a low plat- 
form of earth raixed on the grave. Rice cooked with pork 
and such other things as the deceased was particularly 
fond of, uot excluding snuff and fobacoo, are laid on two 
plantain leaves as ede (8) and frankincense is burnt, and 
the spirit is exhortod not to molest the survivors. ‘The 
offerings ave in the en given up to crows. Agsin on the 
eleventh day, the family members bathe and putting on 
washed clothes go to the grave-yard, where food cooked 
with meat is again offered, . 

4 titht (89) or feast of the deatlis performed at the 
end of the month. On that day, all the members hathe, 
and renew the cooking earthen pots, throwing out tho old 
ones as polluted. Th ir headman is invited to purify the 
house, In the central part of it, a halasa is installed, . New 
clothes are kept near it together with foud and toddy. 
Incense is burnt, and a pig or sheop is sacrificed. A 
dinner is given to the caste men and they spend the whole 
night im drinking as if to drown their sorrow in liquor. It 
is after this that® the death pollution is fully removed. 
Those of the caste who have the Vaishnava symbols, 





* “This is in nome plaves bought by the caste men who gi ve ib” 
to the ehief niourner and his party by way of condolonce. 
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Sankha and Chakra branded and who aro called Tiruna- 
madhdvis invite a Sétani man to officiate at these coremonies. 
The priest installs a Chakra and does pija to it both ai the 
burial ground and at home, offering it large quantitios of 
toddy which he distributes to them as firtha, reserving a 
good quantity for himself. 


They do not perform Sriddhas. On the New Year, 
Mahdlaya new moon, and Gauri feast days, they offer new 
clothes in the names of all the deceased ancestors; but the 
wandering section rarely obsorve these ceremonies. If a 
wife has any troubles attributed to the molestation of the 
ghost of her husband’s deceased wife, a t/t consecrated in 
the latter's name is worn hy her. They do not perform 
any additional ceremony for those who die of an unnatural 
death, 


‘Che settled ‘portion of the casto are found in ‘Tumkur, 
Manchenahalli in the Goribidnnvy Laluk (Kolar District) 
and in the Qhiknayakanhalli Taluk (Tumkur District). 
These are all related to one another, and tho other place 
where they are found in pretty large number is Kodikonda 
in the Hindupue Taluk of the Macdras Presidency. Their 
dwelling houses are generally built apart from the quarters 
of the other casies and do not difler in charactor from other 
houses of people of a similar station iu life. ‘Tho wander- 
ing section always pitch thoir huts outsido the villagos, 
and part of the roason in both casos is that they tend pigs 
in large numbers, which would be an intolerable nuisance 
to neighbours, if they settled near the other castes. ‘The 
huts of the wandering men arc made of bent bamboos 
covered over with dato mats, in the form and size of the 
tops of country carts; and they carry them from place to 
place on donkeys or oxen. Thoy are generally 100 small for 
the family, which huddles itself close toyether to keep off the 
cold. ‘The few things they possess such as the implements 
of their trade aro thrown inside; but they keep their boasts 
of burden in the open, and provide a separate enclosure for 
their pigs. Thoir cooking is also done outside the huts. 
The prostitutes «re provided with separate huts or roonts, 
so that they may entertain their visitors without attracting 
undue notice. Dombars generally move’in gangs of ten 
or tivelvo families, undor tho leadership of an elderly 
member, and cach rettlument is guarded by watch dogs 
whioh keep excellent watch at nights. 
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The Dombars are low in social status. The wander- 
ing section eat at the hands of Vaddas and Bédas, but the 
settled people draw the line with the Bestas. Excopt 
Holeyas and Madigas, no one eats in their houses. They 
eat the flesh of all kinds of animals, bats, oats, * owls, rats, 
and bandicoots included, Some eat crows also; but beef and 
tho flesh of nonkeys and snakes are eschewod. Tho settled 
section have given up eating owls and bandicoots. 


The Dombars are considered as impure to touch, 
thongh they are allowed to enter the outer apartments of 
the houses of the higher castes, Brahmins help them only 
to fix auspicions days and to discover whether a proposed 
match is agroeable to the rules of astrology, but they do 
not officiate at any religions or other ceremonies for them. 
Dombars are very hard crinkers, women and children 
being also addicted to the vice, and their camps are genc~ 
rally noisy and troublesome to those who live near at 
nights. ‘They may draw water from the village well, 
The barher shaves them and pares their toenails and the 
washerman has no objection to wash their clothes. But 
as a matter of fact, the wandering Dombars have rarely 
any clothes to be put to the washerman, and the little 
washing that may be necessary they do themselves. They 
are allowed to enter the outer parts of the temples, but take 
no parb in the ceremonies connected therewith. Their 
position in social rank is the same as that of the Korachas.t 


The Dombars freely admit recruits both male and 
female from any caste not lower than their own, as fixed 
by the test of commensality, Korachasare not admitted 
and it is said that Brahmins and pthers of the higher 
castes are also not admitted. The usual incentive for 
others to join the ranks of Dombars is the sexual passion 


for either sex. When a man, ospecially of a higher caste, 





* It is considered a great sin to killa cat, but they say that the sin 
of killing is washed away by eating it, 
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+ [tis said thatthe Korashas and the Dombars were formerly 
related as brothers, Once upon atime when both were in neod of a 
bride, they began to bid for the same girl by gradually inoreasing the 
bude-price. Dombars bronght up the price to 20 pagodas and stopped 
there, while the Koraches increased the bid to 25 pagodas, and éarried 
away the Girl, Ever since they havo heen separated into two rival 
groups, 
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is blinded by his passion for a Dombar prostitute and offers 
to join their society, she genorally dissuades him at first. 
He is taken into tho fold only if he proves intractable, The 
lreadman and other mombers of the caste assemble at tho 
hut of the convert who is again prven a chance to retract. 
Tf he is firm, ho has to shave bis head, beard and mustachios 
clean, and after bathing, is taken with the wet clothes on 
to the templo of Yallamma. Ho iy purified by having his 
tongue slightly branded with a pieco of heated gold, and 
with swallowmg Panchagavya* and the /jdri sprinkles 
some firtha on his head, aud gives him spoonful to drink. 
He feeds the castemen and reyoves the leaves himselft after 
dinner ; he has also to supply them with drink that evening. 
Besides, a money contribution has to be paid to the temple 
of the tribal goddess, and tho Yajaman who has given the 
sanction has to be presented eithor with w ouey oY a pair 
of cloths, or some other thing of value, Tf the person that 
is admitted is a woman, hor paramour bears all the cost. 
He cannot put off the evont indefinitely and should there 
be any wnreasonable delay, he is oxcommunicated, Ad- 
mission into the caste in this mannor makes a man as good 
a member of the caste as if he had been born in it, Ho 
labours under no disability and the issue born of his connec- 
tion with the Dombar woman are legitimised. 


Dombars have a tribal orgamsation to enquire into 
and punish infractions of caste rules. ‘The rigidity with 
which these rules are enforced varios in the two sections. 
There is no doubt that these two sections formed one society 
and were under the same authority, but as one of them be- 
came settled, it seems to have formed 1s own councils 
which are quite independent of those of their parent 
stock, The Yajaman or the head of tho settled Doimbars 
isa man belonging to the Sémalaraju sub-division, and 
as these mon form a compach community found in a 
few places only, his authority over thom is offective. 
His officeis hereditary. Ho resides in Tumku, and 
when disputes ‘arise, the parties generally go to that 
place: to obtain his adjudication. When they cannot go, he 
goes to their place or sends hisrepresentative, and nuimport- 
ant event oun take place within the caste without his pro- 
sence’ or that of his representative. It is for this reason 
that they generally perform many marriagos together at 
once, They havo anothor hereditary finctionary called 
thesminor yajaman or hondikidu (F*o&Pds, boadle) who 


* Seo page 23 of the accuunt of Komuti caste Monograph No, VI. 
1 oi the leaves out of which they have enton their Tool. ~ 
om. 2) 
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acts as the convener of caste meetings and the headman’s 
general assistant. On important and coremonial occasions, 
they get, an extra témbila each ; and when any caste dis- 
pute is decided, they get some honorarium, either pay- 
ment of mouey or the presentation of a cloth. The Guru 
of the settled Dombars is a Srivaishnava Brahman, satd 
to be a resident of Chelur in the Tumkur District, He 
visits them occasionally, gives them Hrthu and prasida 
(holy water and holy victuals) and is rewarded with some 
customary fees. 

The wandering section, owing to their nomadic kite, 
is broken up into a number of groups, each having its own 
Yajaman, The common head ofthis section is said to be aman 
of the Maétii 88,) sub-division and is styled Math Ndyudu 
(7083 soe) who is regarded as having supreme ju- 
risdiction over them both in spiritaal and temporal 
matters. His head-quarters are in Chitvel in the Pullain- 
pel Taluk of the Cuddapah District. Formerly, this office 
belonged to the Nidtakardyana (SPOR) sub-division, 
but one of the holders thereof lost the esteem of the 
community by hislow behaviour, There was a dispute 
about his retaining this dignity, and the Pélydgér (petty 
chief) of the place who was asked to decide it, hung up a 
* téranw (84%) of the cocoanut kernels to the town gate, 
and ruled that the party which would succeed in throw- 
ing down the éérana by jumping over it, should have the 
headship. A boy of the Afatli tribe who had been tond- 
ing donkeys, succeeded in accomplishing the feat by taking» 
a single somersault over the térana and standing before the, 
chiof at another somersault, Thus pleased, the Pilyégar 
passed an edict that he and his descendants should bo re- 
cognised as the head of the caste, He also presented the 
boy with an inam of wet lands worth twelve wurahas (pago- 
das) and a ring. This viog is still said to be in the posses- 
sion of the present representative of this division, and 
to bear an inscription in Telugu, declaring that the 
wearer is the hoadinan of all the Dombars “within the four" 
seas.” A porson of the Mannepula (0% Be) also styled 
Gandhapardjula (Re8o%we) division is the hereditary 
Pradhini (®)9%®) ov the lieutenant of the Yajaman, The 
wuthority of these men is, however, only nominal, and inany 
groups of wandering Dombars know their distant headmen 





= a 
* Toraua (Sates) is a string with green losves or flowers or other 
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articles tied toand strotched across an ontrance asa decoration, and to 
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only by ropute, On marriage and other occasions, however, 
they allot the first two témbiélas to these two function- 
aries. 


For settling disputes that may arise, cach wandering 
gang or three or four together elect among themselves a 
Yajaman anda Baddhinaula (®8 808 or Deputy), from 
the Matli aud Maunnepala families, if available, They meet 
periodically to settle disputes thal may have accumulated 
in the interval and the disputants pay the cost of maintain. 
ing them. They have very wide powers, and the guilty 
person may be fined, fogged or put out of caste. They 
thus settle uot merely caste disputes, but also property 
disputes, and these Dombars rarely resort to Courts. An 
onteasto iy denied all intercourse with his relations and can 
secure his reinstatement ouly hy obedience and puyment of 
an alditional fine. 


The sottled Dombars follow the Hindu Law of Tuherit- 
ance. Ifa man dies leaving sons ane Bagsavi daughters, 
euch of the latter gets half as much as the share of each 
sou. The onsto Panchdyat always allot some property 
to a destitwie and widowed daughter. Ifat the time of 
the father’s death u Basavi daughter has diced leaving oltil- 
dven behind her, the latter are entitled to the share of their 
mother, When a Bayavi dios without isste, her proporty 
goos to her brothers and Busavi sislors in the same propor- 
tion as above mentioned, 


Among Wandering Dotubars, thoy have little nocd tor 
rules of inheritance, us they rarely possess property lo 
divide ‘The father is Lhe sole owner of the few beasts of 
burden a family may possess and the other scanty articles. 
If, after his death, a partition is desired, the elders of tho 
group meot and offect a partition. 

All the Dombars whether settled or wandering, lave 
great fuith in sorcery, magic, omous, oracles, etc. When. 
ever they commence avy important ovent, they consult the 
soothsayer or ask for aflowor, as thoy stylo it, from their 
tribal deity. 

The name of their tribul god is Gurummirti (*Rwar) 
and their tribal goddess 1s Yallamma (g%%), Like other 
wandering tribes, they also worship Maramma, Sunkelamma, 
and other malificient spirits, In recent*ycars, thay havo 
beey largely iBuonbed, hy the Vaishnava faith and many 
hayo undergone the branding of the symbols of that faith, 
namely, Sankhu and Ohukra, at the hands of the Sitténis 
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and undertake pilgrimages to Tirupati, the shrine of Veu- 
kataramanaswami, in the North Arcot District. In the 
quarters of the settled Dombars, when they contain suffi- 
ciently large number of houses, they invariably have 
a temple for Yallamma which they worship under the 
name (recently given) of Adi-Sakti (¥88,), They strongly 
believe that any neglect shown in the worship of this god- 
dess is sure to bring on misfortune to their families. The 
Yajaman ofthe caste 1s the pidjdri and he worships the 
goddess on every Tuesday, making offerings of cocoanut, 
plantains and cooked rice. Once a year, on the Luaar 
new year’s day, animals are sacrificed before this temple. 


. 

They periodically hold a grand feast in the name of 
Yallamma. On snch occasions, the settled section all meet 
together in one place, generally Tumkur, but the nomadic 
section celebrate the worship when two or three groups 
happen to meet together ata place. The worship comes 
off ona Tuesday. On a spot cleaned with cowmlung and 
water, six or seven pots of toddy are arranged in a row 
on planks laid thereon, the central pot being considered 
as representing the goddess. Margosa leaves and cotton 
thread dipped in turmeric are tied to each, turmeric paste 
and kumkuma being alsoapplied to them, All the people 
of the caste assembler there take a bath and put on washed 
clothes The Yajaman, who hag observed fast the pre- 
vious evening, also bathes and dressing himself with wash- 
ed clothes supplied by the washerman, worships the pots 
with great reverence, All the people sit round with folded, 
hands. Offerings of cocounuts and flowers are maile, and 
frankincense is burnt in large quantities, Then a number 
of sheep and goats are killed by the pijdri aftor spinkling 
tivtha (holy water) on them, ‘The Asddi of the Madiga 
caste, who has been invited for the ocvasion, sings the 
praises of Yallanuna who takes possession of one of then. 
The toddy in the pots (excopt the central one), with more 
quantity added, if necessary, is distributed among all those 
assembled who get fully drunk, This revelry continues 
the whole night. Early the next morning, mungaliti 
(*orivear) is waved to the remaining pot and the liquor 
therein also distributed to all present us lithu, This is 
followed by a general dinner. 


When Sunkalamma is worshipped, an earthen pot 
filled with water is installed on a Tuesday under a tree, 
and befove it on a plantain leaf, cooked rice and curds with 
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an onion ave offered. Turmeric and kwmkuma ave pub on 
the pot, No animal is killed. 


Dombars worsbip a number of other minor gods and 
goddesses, such as Munfsvara (302889), Grrumirti (dasa 
3r), Maramma (88832,) and Kortigeramma (@o¥rAdcory,-2 
local goddess). Another peculiar goddess is Imown as 
Kéluvaliamina (e8¥eos,), ‘This is a goddess of epide- 
mics and is believed to accompany travellers when they re- 
turn from a long journey. ‘lo propitiate this deity, thoso 
who havo just returned to the settlement repair to a grove 
and thove set up three small stones under a tree and worship 
them with the offering of a fowlora sheep. The sacrificed 
animal is cooked there and is eaten by the people attending 
the worghip. 

Tho characteristic profession of these men is the ex- 
hibition of rope-dancing and other acrobatic and athletic 
exercises. Thoy show considorable dextority in their feats, 
and many of their feats would hring credit to members of 
any ordinary circus troupe organised in much more cla- 
horate fashion. The women especially are adepts in ex- 
hibitions on the pole or the tight rope, They play in the 
open maidan and make a collection at the close, the plate 
being taken ronnd, for obvious reasons, by tho most attrac- 
tive member of the troupe. The collections may aniount 
to anything ap to 20 rupoes according to tho size of the 
place and the ability of the performors to please the audience, 
Sometimes they get presents of clothes. ‘heir performances 
,are nat uow so largely patronised as when there were no 
better organised cixeus companios going about the country. 
The want of finish and management interfere with the sue- 
cess of the svadést work in this as in so many othor de- 
partments. ‘Tho Dombars have asupply of blunt swords, 
scimitars, daggers and other anfiquated arms which they 
exhibit on a cloth spread beforo the audience during the 
performande, 


They make combs of various kinds of soft wood and 
sometimes of sendalwood or horu and vend them in villa- 
ges and towns. It js said that a goldsmith paramour of a 

* Dombar wontan tanght them the art, presenting her with 
the few instruments ,saw, chisol and file) vequired for the 
work; and the fombars show particular regard to gold- 
smiths as their patrons. Tt is chiefly the Women that mana- 
faoture these articles and hawk them about in the streets. 


Dombars are ingluded among the criminal tribes and 
are placed under surveillance They are credited with 
* 
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daring and love of excitement. ‘they obtain information 
of likely places for raiding through their women, and before 
embarking on any such enterprise, thoy invoke the aid of 
their goddess. ‘They are also said to train their boys by an 
apprenticeship to this trare.* 

Dombars also breed pigs on a large scale which boys 
and women are employed to graze. Men engage themselves 
as day labourers in the villages near or about which they 
encamp, their women going about begging also, They are 
expert bird catchers, which thoy secure either by spreading 
suares or applying bird-lime (®78) on their roosts, 

The settled Dombars are aimost all engaged in agri~ 
cultural pursuits, the proceeds of which they supplement by 


comb making and pig breeding. ; 
Misoellane- Dombars are vindictive, and shonld they consider 
ous, themselves ill-treated or slighted at any village they 


may have visited, ov not sufficiently remunerated for their 
gymnastic frats, they take other steps to remunerate them- 
selves at the expense of the inhabitants thereof, Men 
usually wear short hip-trousers made of course white cloth 
and styled chulluna (#4), and sometimes after a series 
of successful forays or at festivals and when they give 
their performances, they put on guady shawls, jackets and 
laced turbans. These articles of dress are sometimes ob- 
tained as presents, but not infrequently by less legitimate 
means. Another charactoristic part of their dress is the 
cotton waist band (8%),) of black colour ornamented with 
hanging tassels at either end. While porforming, they tie- 
this band round, pass it tightly between the legs and 
tuck up the ends at the waist. They weara silver tdli 
(8%) with an effigy of Hanumanta cngraved on it suspend- 
ed round the neck, silver bangles on the wrists and also 
silver rings. 


The family women of the nomadic section, do not wear 
vavike (bodice) and put on glass beads profusoly round 
the neck. The prostitutes are more civilised and their 
dress and ornaments are the same as those of other more 
respectable classes, the one ornament which .distinguishes 
a prostitute from the rest being a silver bangle (#*)) 
which she wears round her left ankle. 

Their women undergo tattooing, tho operation being 
performed by a woman of the Korama caste. The designs 





* Notes on,the Criminal Tribes of the Madras Presidenoy-Mullaly. 
e 
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are the ordinary ones, bat a prostitute has a streak (8v*) 
of tattoo on her forehead and if she is so disposed, gets 
a likenoss of her favourite paramour tattooed on her arm. 

It is reported that a section of the wandering Dom. 
bars do not cat food after they hoar the sound of the jackals 
in the night and that like the Jains they havo their evening 
meal before sunset. 
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APPENDIX A. 


Words, phrases, cte., in the Dombar dialoct and their 
equivalonts in English. 


Karuvn 


Ganne 

Kowruganne 

Kavarn 

Mesa 

Pachcham 

Thavu oe 
Tadem ‘eh, 


Sirasam 
Vigatam 
Kivistaram 
Chattam 


Paéshtyam or patimu,.. 

Kanigam 

Nerem 
attemn v8 
ibba 

diragadu 

Pinka 

Tobbirikam 


Masa 


Mandirtnu ‘se 

Désimasariga os 
Nerupam on 
Pakyilu ae 


Kivaly tte 


NOUNS 
Bo) 


7m, 
Fs, 
SHo 
Bon 
Bews_o 

wa 
Bena) 
wxio 


neato 
maribio 
Bed So 
e830 


WIA, 80 or Basan 
wario 
B80 
TRS oo 
on) 

W 
nona 
dos 
Ben oo 

w 


Bos 


Roondeds 
Mapagvort 
Sdoxo 
Teru» 
Sein 


” 


() Hut 
(2) Village 
Toddy 
Arrack 
News 
Food 

Dhall water ” 
Water 

(1) Way 
(2) Door 
Head 
Mouth 
Ear 

(1) Hand 
(2) A field 
Log 

Blood 
Hair 
Stomach 
Father 

Son (malo child) 


- Daughter (female child) 


(1) A man 

(2) Husband 
(1) Woman 

(2) Wife 

Wite 

A prostitute 
Marriage 

Rice (uncooked) 
Ragi 


Pattukondi aie 
Daipadam 

Kalastavam wae 
Tegom aes 
Nelastaram _ 
Malastaram 
Béfistaram 

Trupam te 


Elem + eae 
Malem 


Nerupam ve 
Dévarikam Sie 


Gontikam waters 


Wom . 
Biirigy Marau 

Telipem one 
Retténi ins 
Kantikam ao 
Tattekam ae 
Kégilam te 
Vatukoyyi oor 
Kenda ive 
Masagabakenda te 
Sirasapnkenda 
Tuduvukenda one 
Netlakenda 
Gorapadam kenda 


Gorapadam menrem.,. 
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Avpunprx A-~contd, 


by aod 
Byx%o 
Fun, to 
Bro 

Ben So 
aou5,te 
ward Bo 
@dovo 


aso 


Rodo 
Bdovo 
senovo 


Radsto 
DeSexoo 
adaoraus» 
BO8o 

dead 
oto 
Bbjyso 
RACnvo 
wabhAess 
$08 

Dern Fos 
noAgtos 
Haog_Fon 
#38) God 
RadBaosod 


Radsdosorso 





aoe 


ase 


Paddy 

Pestle 

Grinding stone or stone 

Rope 

Ground 

Tree 

A mat 

(1) Ahill 

(2) Wood 

(1) A leaf 

(2) Paper 

Rain 

Sunshine 

(1) Light 

(2) God 

Arocanut 

Betcl-leaf 

Tobacco 

Chunnam (lime) 

Night 

Brass vessel (e#0%) 

Cot 

Barthen vessel 

A bag 

A cloth 

Woman’s cloth (a s&di) 

Head cloth (turban) 

Tip trousers 

Large cloth, a blanket 

Sheep cloth or coarse’ 
woollen blanket 
(Fou) 


A sheep 


cmos 


=: = 3 
* Nota meang large or big. 9 
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. Appenpix A-—conéd, 


Llemgoddédi ASortazeo 

Kaike a RF 

Nadava or Sikkanadava #48 or Ny sad 
Netlanadava 33 Sass »3 
Badisam vee BBO 
Dagarugoddédi see BRORHT AO - 
Mannigam vee BQ,Ko ts 
Lyuva eae nye is 
Kéasikam a. BONGO i 
Chinna Narasigddu ... Ba sonra 

Netla Narasigadu .,7 88 sonra ae 
diyikam wae SOOHITO Ss 
Nédamarupam wee TBA a 
Netla Irupam vee bi adowo 

Minem devo ies 
Marupam ..  Bodyzo 4s 
Gondelu or Génelu ... *eotes or Ader, , 
Biluvulu cea Duazjoo 

Sirupalu vee NORE? 

Bigamgéne enriort ord 

* Pink vee | RROS ees 
Thintaginja 1. BoBrovs AY 
Dondédu Baosardo 
Suttetikadu vie MOS eblwerdy ed 
Gannédn ae TRB eo 

Kogilalédu . Barres 
Nerdlédu sar BOpeaerdo 
Kendalédu 1. Bosdatds os 
Ehikédu Fa 
Tanangivadu va, BROS: 





“a * Adso means p female child ov 


Hator of leaves a goat 

A dog 

A donkey 

A horse (a big donkey) 

A cow or bullock 

A buffalo (cator of 
night sail) 

A pig 

A fowl! 

A. cat, 

A jackal 

A tigor 

A sword 

A gun 

Tho pole 


'The stout rope for tying 
to tho pole 


Dombar paly 

Rupeos 

Copper coins (B0%y7%9) 

Pies (Penny) 

Half a rnpee 

Quarter of a rupee 

One anna (a tamarind 
seed) 

A shop keaper a Kémati 

A sliver sinith 

Tdiga (toddy clrawer) 

A potter ’ 

Barber (man of the hair) 

Washerman 

The patel 

(t) The shanbhog 

(2) A Brahmin 


» daughter, 


Pridédu 
Lairédu 
Jédamdda 
Gemma 
Netlakaruva 


Tat®kam 


Savarinaindédu 
Sonapam, 
Miparam 
Netlélu 
Netlabidimédu » 
Munrdarajampa 
Lenkittam 
Jarikam 
*Gontikam 
Gabbidi 
Adiméda 


Ojogati 
Nainam . 
Stlam 
Mageam 
Ohattam 


Kyasirn 
Géparam 
Nainam maggtlu 
Ojogati vaida 
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Avprnpix A—conid. 


xadaedo oh 


sagas 
edweasd.aezdo 
RB, 

BY Fda 


Basso 


ASTM Sass 
Basie 
Basdo 

Bb3.0 ego 

Se Ase. 
ooordeon 
somo 
wOoFo 
Anmobsso 

re y? 

wR ares 


NUMERALS, 


Ross varity 
ao 
ARvO 
sono 
ra) 
28 o 
mo 


IAT 
Rarwwovo 

3 Sowa 0d 
boul « eniehso 


The télari (watchman) 

The téti 

A. police constable 

A thief 

Cutcherry or Police 
station (a big house) 

(1) A tank 

(2) ‘Train 

A wiseman 

Jewels 

Bangles 

Big men or king 

Garn or king 

Somersault (Borel) 

do (&ormee3) 

Shoo 

Horn of a bullock 

A prognant woman 

Ifo 


One 

Two 

Throo 

Four 

Five (fingors of the 
hand, tho latter being 
called {chattam) 

Six 

Seven 

Bight (two fours) 

Nino or | Jess (then ten) 





*It also means Areounut, 


Gachchakéyi . 
Do — Ojogati... 
Do = Iggénu... 
Do Stlam ... 


Nainam gaohchakiiyi... 
Silan do ie 
*Netla gachchakdyi.., 


tNetiumédipilu 
Styichehu ive 
Pirigilu or édigilu 
Suniya or Sonchu 
Kavw 


Pimmu ete 
Kédu ao 
Bavalichohu or much- 
ohipillu ie 
Nabbinamu is 
Mavipilu toe 
Tiuko ‘als 
Tilluko wag 
dttipiln ai 
Sariochu tee 
Karate aoe 
Daipu ine 
Kaipu eee 
Yajiniku 
Suttavillu 
Marugu ‘re 
Baddiehohu 
Sondayipn 
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Apernpix A—conid, 


‘Nunarats—eoneld. 
Tee FIX oe 
abiae bed atrtis 
abdae ak endo 
AaSae avo |, 
Aroriegz Taody 
RAavo Bat 
8b rez acts 


VERBS, 
bY BRAHED 
Arodezy eat 
ROA op WARY way 
ANW or Aww |, : 
wR) 
Seo, 
ed 
eoaOed stoves dep on 
Rep Wado 
Rte 
BIG 
seta 
28,009 
Boos 
BOS 
ots) dans 
ot) ves 
BHwsow - 
Ab de 
EosioR ah) 
OD bee 
Raocardyay: 


Ten 

Hloven (ten & one) 
Twelve 

Thirteen (ten & three) 
Twenty (two times tien) 
Thirty (three times ten) 
Hundred (big ten) 


To bow (88a 8 Sn) 
Come 


Run - 

Go 

Go 

Give or keep 
Ask 


* Hide or concen] 


Hide or resido 
Sell 

Take or buy 

Lie down or sloep 
Got up or rise 
Kill 

Died 

Beat 

Eat 

Withdraw 

Burn 

Join 

Know or understand 
Send away 


° 





* Thoy haye no words for numbors aboye one hundred, 
t Tho ending pilu used largely to convert nowns into verbs, 


e 


Karipilu 
Nabbadu 


Gemmalichehu 
_ Pévigilatidu det 
Sdyistadu wee 
Karuvukavu 


Pattemu sutta viltadi 
Tiavukaipu eee 
Mesakuipu 
YAdelipitiki sonche 
Adikku nabbinamu ... 
Adiméddikelle tea 


Maripilatédu wi 
Netlasiraga uyyindi ... 


Tobbivikam séyistadi 


Dénni pimmukonudda 
Pillaggéviri- 


Pachchéga 
Bjam nabbadu 
Adimodu sidénabbadu 
Rettaniki sayistanu 
Adiménidagyira gévu 
naggam géuelu 
pimmutadu, 


see 


eee 


29 


Appanptx A—contd, 


Venss,—coneld, 


ONG 
8a) ao 


CLAUSKHS. 
AO, 


sonoma ee 


ARON, A> 
soya) 2 
Bibs, oon’ 8 20,2 


on 


LIRR 


. 


BBD aia 


BHSOLMWsAvow |, 
dey BY AP. 
UDS AVES, 


BaohBy 
Bs Nd7Iwod30b 
«4 


Bard, pvto naddory,2,, 


BQ, bs07, F.0d}, , 


dy D0 


weg ent 

Deora, ao 

BAS mem Aea ew 

Sud Darohiala, So 
sasasano rey 
Bork on arsed 
dey Bea) 


. 


vee 


Roceive 
Is not or no 


‘fo steal 

He runs 

fle comes 

Go into the hut or 
village 

[ feel hungry (my 
stomach burns) 

Drink water 

Fat food 

Went out 

We live that side 

Fell down to the 
ground 

Ho sells 


She has attained 
puberty (she has 


become big child) 

Marriage consumation 
takes placo 

Ho has kept her 

Ho was (arrosted and) 
taken away 

Let us go 

There is uot anything 

He did uot come * 

I shall come this night 

Go to him & he will give 
you four rupoes 


Elem dadaputédu 

Patemulo daiputddu .., 

Vandla karuvalo nera- 
pam outundi niesapu- 
taéru sonchu. 

Iddaru styistaru 
oganni karipiluko 
oganni sonddyipu 


Nerupam pettutadi 


80 
Aprnnpix A—~coneld. 
Onausis—coneld, 


NSoBHURs ,,, 

BA GAGWswo, 

snow SG Sox 
RIWVS.0D shNAsa 
BARow 


wat,vo Aacdorado, wrt 
a. Bobuy Pat wri 
& AMOMDD 


Adowossehy woo 


He writes 
He kicks 
Marriage takes place in 
their house, go thoy 
will give you food 
Wyo persons are dom- 
ing, receive one (into - 
the hut) and send 
away the other 
Sunshine comes 


3] 
APPENDIX B. 


List of sub-divisions of Dombars which are neither 
endogamong nor oxogamous. 
1 Aisarapdlju (@Adxetys). 
2 Bhhpativallu (BessnogDo), 
8 Gandhapurdjavdllu (Aogaoeewaegy), 
4 Gdpudisuvillu Mot@asdargs), 
38 Jattivillu (285g). 
6 Kaggadivallu (71,2099). 
7? Kalabandivallu (#e%oBRe¥0), 
8 Kanakaraddivillu (#8222,>>y2), 
9 Késernpuval[n (@*Adogago), 
10 Kasthrivéllu (#.0,0mago), 
12 Kutaravd]lu (@esdaags), 
12 Mallepivvaluvé)jn (98 x28,emyo), 
18 Mannepulavallu (a, geryo), 
LL Matlivallu (#8 seg), 
15 Mararivillu (Soocaeaego), 

16 Nadumulbnivajlu (Baoso8eamyo), 
°17) Nitakariyanivilln (weorwoatyo), 
18 Pallekondalavillu (88 Peodendyo), 
19 Sémalardjuvallu (AMmoeoresgs), > 
20 Sondiruval|n (Avodevmays), 
21 Télangivallu (Seewonargs), 

22 Uppuvalin (eedysog), 


